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FIRST REPORT 
 
 
 
 
Award start date : August 2008 
Study institution : Penn Law School 
Current mailing address : 2201 Chestnut street, apt. 504, Philadelphia, PA, 19103, U.S.A 
Tel: +001-267-205-9767 
email: elileimbacher@msn.com 
Supervisor at Penn: John Washington 
Host district: 7450 
 
 
 
 

1. Information about the study program, adaptation and progress with the studies 
 
This semester I am enrolled in the LL.M. program at the Penn Law School. I obtained 6 credits 
from the summer session (Foundations of the American legal system: A; Legal research: pass) 
and I am currently enrolled in 11 credits. My field of interest being International Arbitration, I 
focused my choices on classes related to this area of practice: Clinic program of mediation (the 
students conduct real mediations), International Arbitration, Common Law contracts for civil 
lawyers, Legal writing. Theoretically, these courses would amount to a total amount of 10 hours 
of class per week. In practice it was tantamount to much more, since the mediations could take up 
to four hours, and twelve make-up classes were scheduled to prepare our cases. 
Additionally, I take Spanish courses for beginners (undergraduate level) at the University of 
Pennsylvania as well. I was very fortunate to meet my Spanish teacher in the bus. He overheard 
me speaking in German to a friend and since he also speaks German we started to talk. Seeing 
that I was interested in starting to learn Spanish, he offered me to attend his class without paying. 
 
In terms of adaptation, I have not encountered any problem adapting to my life in Philadelphia. I 
was able to make American friends (American roommates, small seminar classes with JDs only, 
Spanish class…) as well as friends from foreign countries taking part in my program. 
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LL.M. Class 
 
 
2. Involvement in activities since arrival 

 
ÄÄÄÄ Rotarian activities 
 

·  LINK week-end 
 

I was very fortunate to take part in the Scholar Training session held at Valley Forge in 
September, 2008. This year’s seminar gathered scholars from Pennsylvania, New York and 
Washington. In total we were around 15 students, which was much less than the previous 
years. This session was meant to give the scholars a better understanding of the activities of 
the Rotary and to prepare us for our role as Ambassadorial scholars. Hence, speeches on the 
different involvements of the Rotary, as well as presentations on how to give a speech were 
held by members of the Rotary and Alumni scholars. The gist of these messages have been of 
a great value to me while drafting my presentations for the Clubs and helped me 
understanding what my responsibilities were as a Rotary Scholar. 
This seminar was also beneficial on a social point of view because I hat the opportunity to 
meet other scholars, not only from my university, but also from other states. As a matter of 
fact, I am still in contact with most of them. For instance, when I when to NY for the United 
Nations day I met most of the scholars from NYC. Similarly, I met two of the LL.M. scholars 
at a cocktail organized by a law firm in NYC. This is a good illustration of what the Rotary 
strives for; this whole program is also meant to establish long lasting bounds between 
students from different countries.  
 
 
·  United Nations Day 

 
On November 8, 2008, I went to New York to attend the Rotary United Nations Day. As 
mentioned above, we were a small group of scholars from the LINK seminar. The conference 
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was held in several rooms of at the United Nations. This was the second time I had been there, 
but this time was very special to me, because it was something very appealing to see such a large 
audience driven by the same energizing ideals and determination. 
The topics addressed by the different speakers were the following: education, health, women’s 
rights, and environment. 
 

·  Presentations 
 
I have done two presentations so far. One at the Frankfort Northeast-Philadelphia Rotary Club, as 
well as at the Rotaract Club from Philadelphia. I also have one presentation scheduled for 
December 4th at the Philadelphia Rotary Club. 
I have tried to apply the some of the principles that had been introduced to us during the LINK 
seminar. Hence, I stressed the emphasis on the benefit of the Ambassadorial scholarship program 
for foreign students and insisted on its dependency on the clubs’ donations. I also grasped the 
opportunity to thank them for giving me the possibility of pursuing my program thanks to their 
financial support.  
Since many of them were not very familiar with the scholarship programs, I explained the 
different programs to them. From their feedback this appeared to be very helpful to them and 
clarified their perceptions of the different scholarships.  
I also said a few words about my program and professional project to illustrate what the program 
was meant to support.  
 
 
ÄÄÄÄ Non Rotarian activities 
 

·  French tutoring 
 
I volunteered for the languages tutoring program at Penn Law School. My task consists in 
teaching French to law students one hour on a weekly basis. I decided to engage in this activity 
because this perfectly meets my ambassadorial task. Through this activity I can promote the 
French language and culture while interacting with students from a different cultural background.  
This experience has been a success so far. I was astounded to see how many students were 
appealed by French and how motivated they were to learn more about my language and my 
country.  
 

·  International Law Organization (ILO) 
 
I am currently involved in the International Law Organization of Penn Law School. This student 
organization gathers students interested in international matters. Most of them are international 
students (either JD’s who transferred to the U.S for their graduate studies or LL.M. students). 
ILO focuses on the broad issues or public and private international law and equity, such as 
diplomatic, political, regional, economic, technological, scientific, and environmental legal 
subjects. ILO supports activities for curricular development and educational exchange, 
professional development, as well as public interest and pro bono initiatives. 
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As a member of the organization, I helped organizing a conference addressing the topic of 
“Arbitrating Beyond Borders: Effective Strategies from the Experts”. Several leading 
practitioners in the field addressed various aspects of international private legal issues and 
interacted with the students, most of whom were LL.M. students.  
 
 

3. Financial issues 
 

- Bank account 
 
While still in France, I opened a French-US account at HSBC. The advantage of this dual account 
is that transfers from one account to the other are not charged and can be operated online. Besides 
this advantage, I chose HSBC because it is the bank I contracted with for my student loan, as I 
had  a special interest rate based on a partnership between my law school and this bank.  
 

- Payment of tuition fees 
 
Thanks to the first payment of the Ambassadorial scholarship, I was able to pay the first half of 
my tuition fees, which was tantamount to $ 22,000. I had to make the payment when I arrived, 
since it was required to register for classes.  
 

- Expenses 
 

1. Structural expenses 
 

- Health insurance: $ 2000 
- Bar exam classes: $ 3000 
 

2. Daily expenses 
 

- Rent + charges: $ 900 
- Books: $ 500 / semester 
- Food: $ 400 
 

 
 

4. First impressions of the host country, description of culturally significant locations 
visited 

 
·  Grand Tetons & Yellowstone 

 
I am particularly found of outdoor activities, especially of trekking. The United States are a great 
place for this kind of activity. This is why I tried to take every opportunity I had to explore the 
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country by hiking. To me this is one of the best ways to discover a country and understand a 
civilization.  
This is why I went to the Grand Tetons and to the Yellowstone National Parks with my fiancé in 
July. We spent three weeks camping and hiking on the beautiful mountains. The beauty of the 
natural surroundings amazed me. I actually got engaged in during a hike in Yellowstone, where 
my parents went ten years ago. I was very happy that this very special event of my life happened 
in the United States.  
 

 
Trying to honor the French cuisine at Zion… 
 

 
Ready to hit the almost alpine road in Zion 
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Sulfuric pool at the Geyser area in Yellowstone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

·  Canyons 
 
The Canyons have always appealed me, because we don’t have such natural wonders in France. I 
spent one week in Bryce Canyon, Zion Park and Grand Canyon National Park with three other 
foreign students from my program.  
We learned a lot about the Native American’s culture and led the kind of life they were leading, 
as we would make fire to cook our meal, take shower in the river… but we did not go up to the 
point of going hunting or fishing for the good reason that we would have been starving in the end 
of the trip. 
This was a lifetime experience and we all cherish these memories. It was a great experience on a 
cultural point of view, because we were all from different countries, i.e France, Germany, Japan 
and Taiwan and this trip allowed us to exchange a lot about our respective cultures.  
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Cards playing evening 
 

 
First night camping 
 

 
At the Grand Canyon, celebrating the last day of the trip  
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·  Halloween parade in NYC 
 
Halloween was a must do experience, because it is not celebrated in my country. My Taiwanese 
friend had heard that one of the best places to grasp the meaning of Halloween was the New York 
parade. So we went to New York for the evening by bus and took part in the parade. It was a very 
interesting experience and we were completely amazed by the sophisticated costumes of the 
people. 
 

 
Scary foreign students at the Halloween Parade 
  
 


