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1. Academic achievements and professional goals

Before coming to the U.S, | graduated in law frima Paris Institute of Political
Sciences (‘Sciences Po’) and from the Universitiafis II.
At Penn Law School | focused on subject matter$ Wauld give me a better grasp of the
American legal culture, such as Constitutional, I®enflict of laws and Contract law.

Studying the basics of Constitutional law was ghmtiening, because the principles
set out by the Constitution are deeply rooted | American society. The check and balance
system between the legislative, the governmentlaagudicial branches is a cornerstone, as well
as the respective competences of the federal atel gdvernments.

But what was most striking for me was to see havelmpower the Supreme Court
justices has, as to the interpretation of the Guonigin. They take decisions on hot topics such as
the rights of women and racial minorities and iptet the Constitution broadly or narrowly,
according to their moral beliefs. To me, the ingittn of the Supreme Court is truly political, as
it is nine men appointed by a President who makasas on crucial subject matters. The
outcome are ultimately completely political, desghe guise of the legal argumentation.
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My class in Conflict of laws was taught by Profas$obias Wolf, who is one of
Obama’s top counsel on gay rights issues, as |dmggpto learn in article in the NY Times.
Thanks to this class, | acquired a better undedstgnof the federalist system and was able to
better comprehend the sometimes-conflicting intsrdsetween the federal and the state
governments.

On the overall | completed my credits with an ager grade of A, which was
particularly significant to the employers this yeaho paid more attention given the scarcity of
the opportunities. As a matter of fact, becausentaeket was so bad, the job search was very
intense and time-consuming. Consequently, it wadenao focus on the studies with the same
intensity as in the first semester.

Fortunately, 1 was lucky to get a job as a lawyerboutique-law firm in
Switzerland. 1 will work mainly in the field of ietnational arbitration, which was my wish.

| graduated on May 18, 2008 at the Academy of And was positively surprised
by the grandiose ceremony held for the occasiomtri@y to France graduation ceremonies,
which are literally non-existent (the diploma isrelg sent by mail), graduation is considered as
a big event in the United States: students andlyameémbers attend receptions and ceremonies
for two days if not more, students wear gowns aapbgcfamily and friends gather for that special
occasion and even people on the street participateat ambient excitement by congratulating
the graduates walking with their gowns on the $tekwas honored to have some Rotary
members celebrating with me this particular evesich compensated for my parents not being
able to come. John Washington, my counselor at ,Peame to the reception for friends and
family organized by the Law School and Joan and Batory invited me to a wonderful
restaurant at the top of a tower with the
view on the entire.

, John Washington, Rotary Counselor and me,
% in front of the Law School, for the Graduation
Reception in May 2009.
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LL.M. Class of 2009, University of Pennsylvania Laghool.

Before the Graduation Ceremony with fellow classem#@background was not intentional!)
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Joan, me and Joe Batory, celebrating my graduadiotihe Pyramid Club

2. Understanding of the host country

Among the many things that | happened to learn athe United States, three are worth to be
mentioned here.

First, it is impossible to make broad statemeriisué what characterizes the
United States. Before coming to the United Staltéended to consider the United States as a
homogeneous whole and | was not aware of its stignaiiversity. For the first time | experienced
what federalism meant: a group of different statghin the shell of one country. During the
first months of my stay, it occurred to me that theople frequently defined themselves
according to their home state, although they haghbwing in another state for several years.
Further, | did not understand how great the distangere from one state to another, especially
from the West coast to the East until | experieritetyself.

| was indeed very fortunate to travel around thentry, from the West coast to the East coast
(California, Wisconsin, Nevada, Arizona, PennsylaanNew Jersey, New York), which
confirmed of the specificity of each state. Eacle d¢vas its own culture, traditions, landscape,
legal system, yet there belong to the same coutitneminded me in a way of the European
Union, where you also have very distinct countvighin one common frame.

Second, the concept of community is one that mptetely estranged from the
French culture. | had the sense that here, thexemnmunity for each place, be it the university,
the church, the neighborhood or the office. Talkiogeople, I noticed the significance of their
belonging to a certain community and creating girbonds within the community. It reveals
how solidarity is a crucial a value to the Amerigaople.

Thirdly, 1 was very surprised to see that the sah@inistrative hurdles are to be
found in the United States as in France. As thotlgittFrance was the only country to adopt it as
its national sport, but | was far from assuming tih@ U.S was inclined to the same. From my
own experience, | learned that everything goes $ihypas long as you don't have to deal with
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the administrative services. But as soon as yopwed by one of their services, it is a pain in
the neck to get out of the situation without stiugyg

Unfortunately, | speak out of experience, as | &ihfighting with the Board of Examiners of the
New York Bar to be recognized as eligible to sittfie New York Bar. What happened, is that |
negligently failed to submit all the documentshee tnitial application to the Bar. Consequently, |
received a letter informing me that | was not &ligito take the Bar. Upon receipt of this letter,
the assistant of the dean at the law school adwisedo appeal to this decision to the Court of
Appeals of New York and to supplement my case wighmissing documents. Unfortunately it is
only after two negative decisions and four monthgroceedings that | figured out by myself that
the Court of Appeals was not the competent insitytas the Court does not provide any
motivation for its decisions, as | was told eachil called them. Finally, | called back the Board
of Examiners and talked to somebody who told t@pia but she was not willing to assess my
situation, which prevented me to know what my cleanwould be to take the bar before making
the investment in the Bar preparation classes.r&mained very vague, saying that she was not
in the position to give me any date when | shouldvk about my status and that it could well be
that | could be notified of my denial two weeks drefthe actual examination. Further, positive
decision would not be notified, only negative omes, which led me to call every three days, to
enquire about my status. Needless to say thabfiasity and uncertainty did not exactly set the
best conditions to prepare the examination, singdiel Inot know whether | would ultimately be
authorized to sit for the bar. | am currently stiliting for the definitive answer, but | was filyal
able to speak to someone from the foreign credsntlapartment who told me that it was
difficult for them to fully understand the nuanadghe French academic system. In the end, after
hearing my explanations, he told me that there ava®mod chance that my request would be
accepted, but | still had to wait for a written Gamation. | truly hope, that this nightmarish
process will find a positive outcome, but it taugie a good lesson: that | should always be very
diligent when filing documents for administrativergces as it is very difficult to correct any
negligence. Conversely, in France, if you make stake, there is always a way to correct it by
talking to people in charge of the file. | assurhis s more because of the Latin side of my
country.

At a conference held by a judge | attended to gsest of Allison Corboy, my
Rotary counselor, the speaker delivered a verygktdning analysis of the American judicial
system, saying that it relied upon a rationale whbe first violation of the law called an extreme
response from the society, as a preventive meaassigsubsequent violations. Conversely, |
have the feeling that the French system’s favgnogressive action.

3. Rotarian activities and future interaction with the Rotary

The Rotary played a great role in the success iefythar. | had the chance to talk about my
American experience and my country of origin atesalclubs. One topic that often triggered
people’s attention was the immigration in France.

Throughout my experience here, | had the pleasumadet very often with John Washington,
Joan and Joe Batory and Allison Corboy and herdnsbThey have been of a great helped me
get in touch with the clubs, they have supportedmmay job search, and they have very kindly
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invited me to their homes or to very interestingifeoences and events. Their dedication to the
others stands as a raw example and if | wish Ilvalbble to follow their path in the future.

This is why | intend to apply for the Shelterboogram next year. | first learned about this
project at the conference of the district of Pefwayia last April, where Bill Decker, a
representative of the program, made a presentdtiaiil meet with him next month and | am
looking forward to learn more about this program.

Arr:\bassadorial scholar from Japan and me, givingesentation at the Pennsylvania District conferemcApril
18", 2009

Lovely barbecue get together at John Washingtolalsegpwith all the ambassadorial scholars.
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Conclusion: perspectives on the ambassadorial sclw$hip program

In his bookThe World of Yesterdathe Austrian writer Stefan Zweig defines himsalfaacitizen
of the world, and expresses his puzzlement at pleetacle of citizen from the same continent
fighting against each other.

By allowing me to educate myself not only about,ldwt also about a different country, the
ambassadorial scholarship paved a way towardsirttesnational citizenship, where there is a
strive a mutual understanding and never-endingsityi for a foreign culture.

This program also gave me the opportunity to megt gommitted members of the Rotary. Their
admirable actions and devotion to the others seexample for young students who are called to
become young professionals. To witness their dexoto humanitarian projects just before
embracing my professional career showed me thatsg schedule should not prevent me from
helping and that | should always try to find tinmesihgage in public service activities.

Besides this, the program gave me the opporturatyestablish friendship with other
ambassadorial scholars and | hope that these baviid®ntinue to last in the future.

Regarding the potential ways to improve the programood idea would be to establish a list of
the previous scholars who attended the same uitiesrand programs to allow the exchange of
valuable information between the former scholax thie coming one.



